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Key 

events 

             

1918  The Treaty of Versailles - 

ending WW1. 

1933  The Nazi Party (led by 

Adolf Hitler) came to power 

in Germany. 

1936  Hitler moved troops into 

the Rhineland, violating 

the terms of the Treaty of 

Versailles. 

3
rd

 Sep-

tember 

1939 

Britain declared 

war on Germany 

because they had 

invaded Poland. 

The Second World 

War started. 

July - 

October 

1940 

The Battle of 

Britain - 

attacks on 

British 

towns, cities 

and ports 

from the 

German air 

force. 

September 

1940 - 

May 1941 

The Blitz 

attacks. 

German 

bomber 

planes 

attacked 

Britain at 

night. 

8th May 

1945 

Victory Day 

in Europe (VE 

Day) - the 

day the war 

officially 

ended. 

Retrieval/Can I still recall...? 

 Chronology is putting events in date order. 

 What the difference is between primary and sec-

ondary sources. 

 Britain and Germany are in Europe. 

 WW2 happened after WW1. 

 Some people involved in the war are still alive. 

 War is a battle between two or more sides, often 

for land or power. 

 Hitler was the leader of Germany at the time. 

Key Questions 

1. When did WW2 happen? 

2. Why did WW2 start? 

3. Which countries were involved in WW2? 

4. Why were children evacuated? Where did they go? 

5. What was the Battle of Britain? Why was it im-

portant? 

6. Should we always believe what we are told? (Link 

to reliability of sources and to propaganda) 

7. What was the Blitz and what happened? 

8. What was life like for ordinary people during the 

war? (roles, responsibilities and rationing) 

9. What role did women play in the war efforts? 

10. How far would you go to protect your way of life/

beliefs? 

Enquiry Questions 

 

1. Which of these factors was most important in Hitler’s rise to 

power: The harshness of the Treaty of Versailles, Germany’s 

domestic economic condition, The global economic situation (The 

great depression), Hitler’s ability to present himself 

2. The Battle of Britain was a turning point in WW2. Discuss? 

3. Could children enjoy life in WW2? 

4. Was there a Blitz spirit in Britain during WW2? 

 

 



Vital Vocabulary 

Axis Powers  

 The countries who fought against the Allies - 

they wanted more land and power 

Allies Powers  The countries who fought against the Axis 

Blitz The bombing attacks on GB by the Germans 

evacuee A child sent to live in the countryside for safety  

rationing 

Food and other supplies were ‘rationed’ meaning 

that you could only purchase a certain amount 

refugee 

the men, women and children (Jews) who were 

forced from their homes in German territory, 

invasion Forcefully taking over another country 

Home Guard 

Volunteers who defended the five thousand miles 

of Britain coastline in the event of an invasion 

by Germany 

Holocaust 

The persecution and murder of six million Jews 

by the Nazi regime and its collaborators 

treaty 

Written agreement between countries in which 

they agree to do a particular thing or to help 

each other  

tyrant 

Someone who treats the people they have au-

thority over in a cruel and unfair way  

Etymology 

Allies Powers  

Derives from Latin ‘Alligare’ which means bind 

together/come together  

Blitz 

Originates from the German word ‘Blitzkrieg’ 

which means lightning war 

Evacuee  

Derives from the Latin word ‘Evacuare’ which 

means to empty  

Rationing 

Derives from the Latin word ‘Rationem’ and 

means the fixed allowance of food or other  

substance 

Refugee 

Derives from the French word ’Refugier’ which 

means to go in search of refuge  

Invasion 

Derives from the Latin word ‘Invadere’ which 

means to go, come, or get or enter into 

Holocaust  

Derives from Greek and means a sacrifice to 

God 

Treaty 

Derives from the Latin word ‘Tractus’ and means  

a discussion, handling and management  

Tyrant  

Derives from the Latin word ‘Tyrannus’ which 

means illegitimate ruler 

tyr 

Someone who treats the people they have au-

thority over in a cruel and unfair way  

Key figures 

Neville Chamberlin 

British Prime Minister 

(1937-1940) 

Winston Churchill 

British Prime Minister 

(1940-1945) 

Adolf Hitler Ruler of Germany 

Benito Mussolini Ruler of Italy 

Joseph Stalin Ruler of Soviet Union 

Harold Truman President of USA 

Charles De Gaylle Ruler of France 

Alan Turner Code breaker  

Ann Frank Famous Jewish child 

Vera Lynn Forces sweet heart 

Key texts  

Letters from the lighthouse 

Lion and the Unicorn 

Rose Blanch  

 


